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548 On a passage in the Traptdy of Macbeth. [Nov.. 



)y unnecessary : this is the case with 
the Irish .harp. 

Now neither the <p«gf«y£ nor the 
x<9*£* admitted of these advantages. 
In them, the strings are all of one 
length; and do not admit of shifting. 
Consequently, when the strings ne- 
cessary for a solemn tune were once 
adjusted, the instrument was inca- 
pable of giving forth the lighter 
airy sounds for the expression of 
joyous merriment, and vice versa. 
Hence fides novi (new strings) were 
indispensable. A mere inspection 
of the figures of the phorminx or 
cithara would make this plain. 

Oba. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

T~)R. Johnson, in his observations 
on the tragedy of Macbeth, has 
the following note on scene 6. 

Malcolm .nothing in his life 

Became him like the leaving of it. He died 
As one, that had been studied in his death 
To throw away the dearest thing he «wV, 
As 'twere a careless trifle 

" As the word ow'd affords here 
no sense, but such as is forced and 
unnatural, it cannot be doubter), 
that it was originally written- he 
owned, a reading which needs nei- 
ther defence nor explanation :" thus 
says the Doctor. On this I would 
remark, that in a little black letter 
legal treatise I have seen, entitled, 
•' The Doctor and Student," the 
word owe is uniformity used, as we 
now use the word own. The trea- 
tise is apparently about Shakespear's 
age: and hence his word ow'd needs 
neither defence nor explanation, 
nor, what is more, does it need al- 
teration, 'We may observe also, 
that this word owe is provincially 
used among us for own, and to pro 
Titicial use we shall frequently have 
occasion to recur for explanation of 



many worth in our ancient classic 
dramatists. Now it is well-known, 
that Dr. Johnson. Was ignorant of 
black letter lore. His mental powers 
were great, and bis acquirements in 
Greek and Latin were extensive ; but 
beyond them he was " but as other 
men." 

Ooa. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

DIALOGUE BETWEEN NED AND PAT, OS 
SIGNING THE PROTESTANT PETITION. 

(Continued from JVo, *8, Page 35.} 

"VTED. Dear Pat, I am happy in 
-*-' meeting you : and were it not 
for your attachment to that ignorant 
and superstitious part of the «>mmu. 
nity, I would feel pleasure in your 
improving company. 

Pat. I entertained the pleasing 
hope that your mind was gradually 
expanding, and that your good sense 
enableii you to view your Catholic 
neighbours as beings of the same 
origin with yourself: and where is 
the community that is altogether 
pure aud free from alloy. Many 
great men, in different ages, have 
believed in and defended the Catho- 
lic system ; men who adorned the 
most refined and flourishing socie- 
ties in the world, and were orna- 
ments to the country which «ave 
thtm birth, for instance Ganganelli 
Pope, Sir Thomas More, Fenelon) 
Bossuet, &c. ; and many more, both 
ancient and modern. Remember 
also, that we have derived our being 
from the same All-creating hand, and 
are preserved in being bv the same 
Providential care : and will all final- 
ly meei at the same judgment seat. 
Should it not then be our great desire 
to travel agreeably to that haven 
of happiness, " where the wicked 
cease from troubling, and where the 
weary are at rest," 
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Ned. Your reasoning is very 
plausible: but one essential barrier 
to a friendly intercourse, arises on 
the part of the Catholics, that no faith 
is to be held with heretics; and if they 
were to kill a King, or any private per- 
son, the Pope can pardon, or dispense 
them from any oath or engagement, 
however solemn ! ! ! 

Pat. Now indeed you astonish 
me : and were you able to substan- 
tiate the charge, 1 would be one of 
those persons who would wish to pre- 
vent them from receiving any tole- 
ration. But the contrary is fact. 
The late Mr. Pitt, in 1789—90, ap- 
plied to the six principal Catholic 
universities in Euiope, to know what 
were the real and true tenets of the 
Catholic church on these points ; it 
excited a considerable degree of sur- 
prise and indignation, that a nation so 
intelligent as the English, should en- 
tertain such erroneous ideas of men 
professing 'the Christian religion. The 
answers to Mr. Pitt were clear and sa- 
tisfactory : Were you to see Sir John 
Hippisley's pamphlet on the Catholic 
question, it would completely satisfy 
you on that subject. 

Ned. As I may not have an op- 
portunity of seeing that publication, 
I would wish to hear theit answers 
to that important query. 

Pat. Dear Ned, you appear ra- 
ther unwilling to be convinced. Their 
answers were before Parliament 
and the. public these ten or twelve 
years ; and though each one was 
Questioned without ihe knowledge of 
the rest, yet all agree in their 
answers. The University of Louvian's 
answer was, " That there is not, nor 
ever was among Catholics, or in the 
Church of Rome, any principle or 
law to break taith with heretics, or 
others of a different persuasion, ei- 
ther in matters of a public or private 
nature." The universities of Douay, 
Salamanca, Valiadolid, and Paris, all 
answered in like manner, '* That nei- 



ther the Roman pontiff, Cardinals,- nor 
even the general council, can in any 
way absolve the subjects of Great 
Britain, or any other persons, whe- 
ther Catholic or not, from their oath 
of allegiance, nor dispense with its 
obligations," Surely this is sufficient 
to remove every rankling doubt, and 
banish every ideaT fear from all, un- 
less those whose minds are jaundiced 
with superstitious ignorance, or deep- 
rooted prejudice; these alone would, 
like the Kings who combined a- 
gainst Israel, rivet the chains closer, 
and cause them to be hewers of wood, 
and drawers of water. 

Ned. My good neighbour M, 
who reads the news, and converses 
with lawyers and great folks, and 
is well skilled in all these matters, 
informed me that the King, accord- 
ing to his coronation oath, cannot 
grant the Papists their claims ; nei- 
ther are they willing to let his 
Majesty have a Veto in the nomina- 
tion of their clergy. 

Pat. Were you to examine more 
for yourself, and depend less on. 
others, you would sooner arrive 
at truth. But to satisfy you on this 
subject also, I will show you the 
part of the oath which relates to the 
church : " The King shall maintain 
the Protestant reformed religion as 
established by law, and preserve 
to the Bishops and Clergy of the 
realm, and to the churches commit- 
ted to his charge, all such rights 
and privileges as by law do or shall 
bf appointed unto them." There is 
nothing inimical to Catholic emanci- 
pation in ihis oath, which was taken 
by King William at a time when the 
Catholics of Ireland enjoyed every 
office, civil and military ; and they 
now only ask to have restored 
what was violently wrested from 
them. 

Ballj/mena. 

( To be continued.) 



